
 
Session Six:  Was Jesus a Republican? 

 
Let’s talk Evangelicalism and Politics in a woke 
culture… 

If you are searching for a reason 
why those under 30 years of age 
make up only 11% of church 
attendees, you should google the 
online Christian Post article entitled 
Youth Turned Off by Religion and 
Politics, Turn Away From Church.  
When Professors David Campbell 

of Notre Dame and Robert Putnam of Harvard conducted an extensive 
5-year survey of Millennials and Gen Zs, they discovered that those who 
are politically conservative, or Republican, are more likely to become 
churchgoers.  Those who are politically liberal, or Democrat, are more 
likely to turn away from religion.    

     Today, politics more likely  determine religion, rather than religion 
determining politics.  When white evangelicals became the largest 
demographic group to support Donald Trump, pundits predicted a big 
exodus from evangelical churches.  Instead, the number of those self-
identifying as evangelical Christians shot up dramatically during Mr. 
Trump’s presidency.  But a deeper dive into the research actually reveals 
that the white evangelical romance with Mr. Trump caused many of his 
non-church supporters to join evangelical churches or at least self-
identify as evangelicals—even if they didn’t know Jesus from a rock.     

     Conversely, those identifying as progressives, or Democrats, are 
increasingly disassociating themselves from religion, and especially 
evangelicalism.  And this is where our Millennial and Gen Z children and 
grandkids come in to play.  To young adults, Campbell and Putnam write, 
“…religion means Republican, intolerant, and homophobic.”  Since their 
study was completed in 2011, I would add, religion means Donald Trump, 
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white supremacy, anti-reproductive health, anti-LGBTQ, and anti-
immigrant.  Data from 2022 on Generation Z and the Future of Faith in 
America shows that more than 35% 
of those under  age 29 have no 
affiliation with religion.          

    Here’s the key issue:  if you are an 
evangelical parent or grandparent, 
the chances are good that you will 
have to deal with politics and 
religion in conversations with your 
children and grandkids—especially those who consider your political 
views to be a stumbling block to their embracing your Faith. So, let’s dig 
in and see what Jesus thinks and how he would handle the issue.   

What Jesus believed, and his followers should believe, about 
politics. 
    As followers of Jesus, we do not determine our religion based on our 
politics.  We determine our politics based on what Jesus says.  We do not 
say, “My body, my choice.”  Our bodies, and our choices, belong to the 
One who owns us by virtue of redeeming us with his blood.  We don’t get 
our marching orders from the Republicans, Democrats, or some other 
party or politician. Our hope doesn’t come from the right or the left, but 
from above!  It’s imperative that our children and grandkids  see that we 
believe what Jesus believes and live like he did.   

1. Jesus is not a Republican.    

     Nor is he a Democrat.  When he was on this earth, he was apolitical. 
There are good and godly men and women who vote Republican and 
serve in office as Republicans.  There are major planks in the Republican 
platform that reflect the principles Jesus taught and lived.  But the 
identification of Jesus with the Republican party, as well as some of its 
recent flawed leaders, has proven to be a stumbling block for too many 
people—including a lot of our children and grandkids.   Perhaps that’s 
why Jesus avoided being identified with the politics of his day.   

     Jesus lived in polarizing times like ours.  Political and religious parties 
were at each other’s throats: the occupying Romans, the royalist 
Herodians, the ultraorthodox Pharisees, the Sadducees who ran the 
corrupt Temple system, the Essenes who fled to the desert to live in 
monastic communes, and the Zealots who waged violent revolutionary 
war to drive out the Romans. Amongst these six parties there were also 
splinter groups.  Jesus refused to be identified with any of them, 
although several tried to use him to advance their cause.  Nothing has 
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changed in 2,000 years.  Republicans, Democrats, capitalists, socialists, 
Marxists, BLM activists, white supremacists, and LGBTQ lobbyists all try  
to turn Jesus into one of them.  But Jesus will not be stuffed into anyone’s 
cultural or political box, not then and not now.   

2. Jesus was not a culture or political warrior. 

Pharisees, and not Jesus, were the culture warriors.  Zealots, not 
Jesus, were the political warriors.  Jesus had one purpose for being on 
earth:  “For the Son of Man has come to seek and save the lost.” [Lk. 
19:10] He didn’t come to fix broken systems, but to fix broken people.  
Do you remember when the Pharisees and Herodians came to trap him?  
The story is recorded in Mark 12.  It’s ironic that two parties who were on 
opposite ends of the cultural and political spectrum—conservative 
Pharisees and progressive Herodians—would team up to trap Jesus.  It 
just goes to show you that the real Jesus is a clear and present danger to 
all sides in political and cultural wars, because he will ultimately expose 
us all as hypocrites and sinners.  Let’s pick up the story in Mark 12:15-17.   

“’Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not? Should we 
pay or shouldn’t we?’  But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. ‘Why are 
you trying to trap me?’ he asked. ‘Bring me a denarius and let 
me look at it.’ They brought the coin, and he asked them, ‘Whose 
image is this? And whose inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied.  
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.’ And they were amazed at him.” 

     Jesus knew they didn’t care about what the Bible had to say on the 
matter. They just wanted to eliminate him.  They figured, if Jesus said 
that the Jewish people should pay the imperial tax to Rome, he would 
alienate Israeli patriots, Pharisees, and Zealots.  If, on the other hand, he 
told them not to pay their taxes, he would bring down the wrath of the 
Romans, Herodians, and Sadducees.  Either way, Jesus was toast.  But 
Jesus outsmarted them in such a way that the text says, “And they were 
amazed at him.”  In fact, he more than outsmarted them; he gave us one 
of the great principles of our U.S. Constitution: the separation of Church 
and State.  Give to Caesar what is his, and to God what is his.   

     We are privileged to live in a participatory republic.  Our Caesar is the 
Constitution of the United States.  It calls us to vote our conscience at the 
ballot box, engage in civic service, pay our taxes, obey the laws of the 
land, and to defend this country.  But our Lord is King Jesus.  We are first 
of all citizens of heaven and its Constitution is the Word of God.  If Caesar 
asks us to disobey Jesus, we have to side with our Lord.  On the other 
hand, when we engage in the civic life of the United States, we have to 
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act with behavior that reflects King Jesus, and vote on issues and for 
candidates that best reflect his values.   

     Above all else, Jesus will never get in bed with Caesar.  Theirs are two 
separate and distinct spheres.  We have to keep a foot in both, but we 
ultimately only belong to the One.  And our primary reason for being 
here is the same as Jesus:  not as culture or political warriors trying to fix 
unfixable systems, but as missionaries for the Only One who can fix 
broken people.  Remember what he said: “I am sending you into the 
world just as the Father has sent me.” [Jn.20:21] 

3. Jesus never used carnal weapons in spiritual warfare. 

The way of Jesus is not the way of violence.  When Jesus was arrested, 
Peter rose violently to the Lord’s defense.  But Jesus rebuked him: “Put 
your sword back in its place, for all who choose the sword will die by the 
sword.  Don’t you realize that I can call on my Father and he can put 
twelve legions of angels at my disposal?” [Mt. 26:52-53].  He later tells the 
Jewish authorities, “My kingdom is not of this earth.  If it were, my 
servants would have fought to prevent my arrest.” [Jn. 18:36]  We don’t 
need to resort to violence.  The same twelve legions of angels are at our 
disposal too, if God should ever decide to use force on our behalf.  We 
overcome our enemies through prayer, love and respectful persuasion. 

     There were two recent occasions when I was deeply ashamed as a 
Christian.  The first on a telecast of a school board meeting in which a 
woman introduced herself as an Evangelical Christian, and then 
proceeded to scream at school board members, calling them vile names 
because of their policies, and ended by throwing a couple of F-bombs.    

      The second was the January 6th violence at the U.S. Capital Building.  
I’m not here to give any opinion about election integrity, or the right to 
protest at the Capital, or conspiracy theories from either the right or left.  
What broke my heart were images of violent protestors with Christian 
symbols:  one irate person breaking into the building wearing a T-Shirt 
that said, “Jesus is my Savior 
and Trump is my President; a 
large yellow sign that said, 
“Jesus Saves”; and a Cross 
raised high above an angry 
mob surging up the steps. I 
know that there was violence 
and destruction in the BLM and 
Antifa mob protests.  They 
were inexcusable too.  But 
those folks weren’t wearing  
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Jesus T-shirts or carrying crosses.  As Christians, we must act as he did 
when he was on this earth.  We surely can’t make him an object of shame 
by the way we talk or act in the political and cultural discourse of our day, 
or featuring him as our political standard-bearer. Remember, our 
children, grandkids, and the whole watching world are evaluating Jesus 
by the behavior of those who bear his name.  

4. Jesus is not a nationalist. 

     Jews under Roman occupation were praying and looking for a Messiah 
who would liberate them and build a strong Jewish state.  They had 
twisted the Old Testament Messianic prophecies to fit their nationalistic 
goals.  They remembered the good ole days before Roman armies under 
Pompey the Great conquered the Jewish state that Judas Maccabeus had 
established.  A lot Jews in Jesus’ day would have worn MIGA hats: Make 
Israel Great Again.” Many thought Jesus was a Messiah (Savior) in the 
mode of Judas Maccabeus.  When he fed the hungry, turned water into 
wine, and healed the sick, they saw him as the leader who would take 
care of all their needs.  And, once he overthrew the Romans, there would 
be no more sickness, hunger, or poverty.  His government would be 
utopia on earth—for Jews.   

     It’s likely that some, if not all, of his disciples signed on with Jesus 
because they were Jewish nationalists.  In Mark 10:35-45, James and John 
lobbied Jesus to appoint them to top power positions in the new Jewish 
Messianic kingdom on earth.  The other disciples were irate that the two 
brothers had beaten them to the punch.  They began to squabble 
amongst themselves about who deserved to get the primo positions 
near the throne.  Jesus came down on them like a ton of bricks. He said, 
in effect, “I didn’t come here to be the petty king of a petty nation.  I came 
to give my life as a ransom for many more than just Jews.”  Jesus was no 
nationalist.  He said to the Jewish nationalist Pharisee, Nicodemus, “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten Son…” [Jn. 3:16] 
The last thing he did before he left was to commission his disciples to go 
into all the world and make disciples of all the nations. [Mt. 28:18-20] 
In the best sense of the word, Jesus was a globalist.  His focus was bigger 
than one nation, and so should ours be. 

     I love America.  Cut me and I bleed red, white and blue.  But I know 
that what St. Paul said is true: “Our citizenship is in heaven, and it’s from 
heaven that a Savior is coming.” [Phil. 3:20]  We are not first and foremost 
Americans.  Our salvation doesn’t come from the right or the left, but 
from above.  In Jeremiah 29, God told the exiled Jews to build homes, 
plant gardens, and raise their families in Babylon.  He told them to work 
for the good of Babylon for the welfare of their families.  But they were 
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never to forget that they weren’t Babylonians.  So it is that we live in a 
Babylon called the U.S.A.  This is not a Christian nation.  We are exiles 
here for a moment.  We are just passing through on our way to our 
heavenly home.  We have more in common with Christians in China or 
Nigeria than we do with non-believing Americans.  But, as long as we are 
here, we should do everything we can to make this the best Babylon 
possible, including voting for the best possible leaders to govern us from 
Babylon on the Potomac.   

     But we can never be Christian nationalists.  That is an oxymoron. We 
must first and foremost give our best energies and resources to bringing 
the gospel of Jesus to the nations of the world, beginning with our own 
children and grandkids.  I want America to prosper.  I want my 
grandchildren to grow up with the freedoms I have enjoyed.  But, when 
I consider where I want to put my best energies and resources in the few 
years I have left before I go home, I must realize that in eternity, the 
U.S.A. will be but a footnote in the history of a world long forgotten.   

5. Jesus is lord. 

That should seem obvious to those of us who claim to be his 
followers. But, sadly, it’s not always evident to those who watch us.  
Certainly it’s not when we don’t behave the way Jesus told us to behave.  
And a lot of Christians behave very badly when the political season rolls 
around.  Surely, we don’t act like Jesus is Lord when we put our trust in 
other Christs.  Jesus warned of many antichrists who would arise.  That 
word antichrist could mean against Christ, or the un-Christ, or the other 
Christ. The word Christos is the Greek word for the Hebrew, Messiah, or 
anointed one, or Savior King.  What Jesus is saying is that many would-
be Saviors with Messianic complexes would come offering to save us, 
our country, our way of life, or even our world.  And even Christians 
would put their trust in these demigods, and their promises of utopia, 
instead of Jesus and his Kingdom.  Look at how many German Christians 
bankrupted their souls to follow Hitler. It’s possible for Christians to do 
the same in here in America.  Beware of the seduction of antichrist in our 
politics, political parties, and politicians.  Beware of the demigod, even if 
he or she or they wraps himself or herself or their self in the American 
flag and promises to fix the things we most want fixed.   

What would Jesus have us do? 
First of all, when it comes to political divides with our kids and 

grandkids, he would have us build bridges instead of walls.  St. Paul 
wrote to the Ephesians about the dividing walls between Jews and 
Greeks.  He could have talked about walls between Republicans and 
Democrats, or progressives and conservatives.  He then said of Jesus, 
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“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility…” [Eph. 2:14]  If we are 
to be like Christ, shouldn’t we also want to “destroy the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility’”?  So, where does that begin? 

1. Repentance 

In times where we have been guilty of putting the political solution 
before the spiritual solution,  we need to repent.  Where we have 
elevated certain political leaders above Jesus, we need to repent.  Where 
we have compromised biblical values to achieve certain political 
outcomes, we need to repent.  For the times we have resorted to 
violence, either in word or deed, we need to repent.  For the times we 
excused or rationalized immoral or unethical behavior in our candidates 
because we wanted to see them win or stay in power, we should repent.  
For the times we allowed fear or despair over election results cause us 
to forget that Jesus is still on his throne, we should repent. We should 
not only repent to God, but also to those we hurt by our un-Christlike 
words or actions. 

2. Seeking first things first. 

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talks about all the things that 
cause us to worry.  Certainly for us, the economy, inflation, the housing 
market, budget deficits, crime, our children’s future, borders, China, 
Russia, Iran, fentanyl, and a host of other things cause worry, anxiety, 
and anger. This causes us to get upset at leaders who aren’t doing their 
job, and become caught up in who should replace them.  Once again, we 
turn to a political solution. But Jesus had another idea: “But you seek first 
the kingdom of God, and its righteousness, and all these other things 
(the stuff you worry about) will be given to you (by God).” [Mt. 6:33]  
Notice, he didn’t say the Democrats or Republicans, Donald Trump or Joe 
Biden, the Freedom Caucus or the Squad.  He said that God would 
accomplish all of it.  So, who are you seeking first? Remember, your kids 
are watching. 

3. Getting out of our echo chambers. 

     Most of us live in our own media echo chamber.  We listen to the news 
that confirms our own biases.  We spend most of our time with people 
who share and affirm our positions on religious, cultural, and political 
issues.  That’s human nature.  As a result, we seldom see the other side 
of arguments.  We become increasingly polarized.  The middle is lost and 
the fringes on both ends control the narrative in our public discourse.  
America has become a nation of tribes in an era of identity politics.  
America has not been this divided since the eve of the Civil War.   
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     Contrast this with how Jesus operated.  When he put his disciples 
together, it was an incredibly diverse group politically.  Matthew was a 
tax collector, a collaborator working with the Roman government of 
occupation.  Simon the Zealot was a member of a terrorist cell out to 
destroy the Roman government. Judas Iscariot was named after Israel’s 
most famous freedom fighter, Judas Maccabeus, and came from a 
hotbed of revolution.  Andrew was a peacemaker.  James and John were 
barroom brawlers.  Peter must have hated Matthew who had taxed him 
unmercifully on his catches of fish.  If you study each of the twelve, you 
will discover one of the most diverse groups in history:  different 
personalities; from different socio-economic backgrounds, various 
regions, and sharing radically diverse cultural and political opinions. 

     I love a scene from The Chosen, a film series about Jesus and the 
choosing of his disciples.  There is a scene where Jesus sends his disciples 
out two by two. He puts Matthew, the former tax collector, and Simon, 
the ex-revolutionary, together as one of the twosomes.  The Gospels 
don’t tell us how Jesus paired his disciples, but the writers of The Chosen 
used their imagination to capture the spirit and methodology of Jesus.  
His desire then, and now, is to bring unity out of diversity.  That was his 
original design for marriage: a man and a woman (two distinctly different 
people) becoming one flesh. That was his design for humanity: the DNA 
in Adam and Eve would ultimately produce a diversity of races, 
ethnicities, personalities, perspectives, gifts, and talents.  That is also his 
design for his church.  St. Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
free person or slave, male nor female.  You are all one in Christ.” [Gal. 
3:28]  

     Our approach is not always that of Jesus.  We tend to divide into tribes, 
gathering together with those with whom we can have group think.  It’s 
safer that way.  In the process, we become less intellectually curious, 
narrower in our perspective, and protectors of our own turf.  But that’s 
not the Jesus way.  That’s why we need to listen to those who present the 
other side, to dialogue with those who think differently, and to listen 
more than we talk.  We need to listen to our kids, especially those who 
differ in their opinions, choices, and lifestyles from us.  We need to build 
bridges of connection.  That works best when we dialogue, rather than 
argue.   

     When I look at the 12 disciples, I see guys who were often arguing and 
competing with each other.  When I see Jesus, I see a respectful and 
gracious listener who asked questions before he gave answers; who 
persuaded others rather than beating them over the head with an 
argument; who hung out with people whose choices and lifestyles were 
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radically different than his.  What kept these diverse disciples together?  
In spite of their radical differences, their focus was on Jesus.   

4. Putting the focus on Jesus.  

     And that’s the secret for us in dialoguing with those whose moral, 
cultural, or political choices and lifestyles are not, in our opinion, biblical.  
Ultimately, it matters little if our loved ones become flag-waving, 
capitalist, conservative, heterosexual, “love it or leave it” Americans and 
lose their souls.  Jesus said, “What should it profit a person should he 
gain the whole world and lose his soul?” [Mk. 8:26] In that future eternity 
that lasts forever, when the U.S.A. is a footnote in the history of a world 
long forgotten, you want those you love most, especially your children 
and grandkids, to be with you.   

     If you are sure that your cultural and political views are the best and 
most biblical, the best way to bring those you love most to your way of 
thinking is not to argue, nag, or even persuade them on the issues.  That’s 
just flesh trying to change flesh.  Somehow, prayerfully, and strategically, 
bring the conversation around to Jesus and his gospel.   Remember, 
there is a Holy Spirit, and you aren’t him.  And when he brings the 
presence of the Risen Jesus into their lives, there will be changes.  But 
beware:  Jesus may not change them to think exactly the way you do, or 
according to your timetable.  Jesus has a way of doing things his way. 

5. Sharing views at the appropriate time, in the right way.  

Most of the saints down through the ages, including our Lord, 
lived under totalitarian governments where it was dangerous to 
share certain views.  But we live in America where our Constitution 
guarantees freedom of speech, and our government, through 
passionate public debate and the privilege to vote our conscience 
in private.  We ought to embrace and participate in these rarest of 
privileges in human history.   However, we should remember that 
we are first and foremost disciples of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said to his 
disciples, both then and now, “Behold, I am sending you as sheep 
among wolves.  Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and innocent 
as doves.” [Mt. 10:16]  Jesus was careful never to identify with 
political parties, and seldom spoke on the political issues of his 
day.  Why?  Because he didn’t want those issues to define him or 
get in the way of his redeeming all those folks who held different 
opinions.  I believe, if Jesus were here today, he would not identify 
with Democrats or Republicans, conservatives or progressives, 
BLM activists or Proud Boy white supremacists.  He wouldn’t spout 
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political slogans, stick political bumper stickers on his donkey, or 
take part in a political march.  We should take the same care, lest 
we limit our gospel effectiveness with those on the other side.  Yes, 
we should vote our values and get involved in the causes that 
advance them, but we should never identify Jesus with our political 
party or its candidates.  Maybe our parents and grandparents had 
a better idea when they said, among other things, that the best 
way to keep a friend is not to discuss politics. They preferred to 
express their political views in the secrecy of the voting booth.  But, 
above all, we should never let our political or cultural differences 
build a wall that keeps us from sharing the gospel with others.  
Remember, Jesus crossed the greatest divide of all—the vast 
universe between heaven and earth, and a holy God and unholy 
sinners—to go to those whose beliefs, choices, and lifestyles were 
abhorrent to God.  Shouldn’t we do the same? 

     In reality, there are times when the political and cultural views 
we rightly hold, because of our biblical values, must be talked 
about with others because they are a stumbling block to their 
listening to the gospel or embracing Jesus as their Savior and Lord.  
St. Peter says, “Always be prepared to give answers to those who 
ask for a reason for your hope.  But do so gently and respectfully.” 
[1 Pt. 3:16]  Again, we don’t do so to convince them to share our 
political views, but rather to remove stumbling blocks to Jesus.  
When we share our views, we had better make sure that we have 
filtered them through the gospel grid so that we don’t 
misrepresent Jesus. Our favorite cable news pundit may not be 
accurately reflecting what Jesus believed.  Our biases and 
prejudices, and even the facts we’ve gathered from fake news 
(from both the right and the left),may not reflect Jesus’ views or 
even biblical truth.  We surely must share with “gentleness and 
respect,” and not with the vitriol, venom, or shrillness that we see 
and hear in the nasty, no holds barred, no prisoners taken, public 
discourse of our day.  

     In the end, we have to be Kingdom of Heaven people more than  
citizens of the U.S.A.  Jesus is not our president.  He’s our King!  
Political idolatry is no different from any other form of idolatry. 
And, today is just a short blip on the timeline of eternity.  But the 
eternal fate of those we love most will last forever.    
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A talk given by Dr. Robert Petterson, Founder and President of Legacy 
Imperative Inc [legacyimperative.org] in his “Sharing Jesus in a ‘Woke’ 
Culture” series at Covenant Church of Naples, Fl.  See the notes and videos 
from this talk on the Legacy Imperative YouTube channel, or go to the 
legacyimperative.org website and click “Toolbox” on the menu bar.   

 


