
 
Session Seven: Open Borders, Widening Generation Gap 

 
Let’s talk borders in a woke culture… 
 If you want to explore one of our biggest generational divides, google the New 
York Times article, A Generation Gap Over Immigration. When Arizona enacted 

strict new laws to stem the flood of 
undocumented immigrants across its 
borders, Millennials and Gen Zs across 
the state protested.  Meaghan Patrick, a 
third-year college student said that 
talking about immigration with her 
older relatives is like “hitting your head 
against the wall.”  Kathleen McCarthy a 
senior at the University of Arizona, 
added that immigration is a “radioactive 
topic” in her family.  She said, “Older 

Americans feel threatened by the change that immigration presents.  Young 
people today have simply been exposed to a more accepting world view.”  

     Along with a host of other polarizing issues, add immigration and border 
control as another generational fault line.   Those who study generational 
divides say that immigration is the third most divisive issue that separates 
older generations from their children and grandkids. Many under 40-years of 
age have exited churches because one of the most vociferous groups 
clamoring for tighter borders are conservative Evangelicals.  A Gen Z person 
said to me, “How do I embrace 
a religion without compassion 
for those who are escaping 
poverty and human rights 
abuses?  Would Jesus build 
walls to keep them out? What 
about the Dreamers?  They 
had no choice because their 
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parents brought them here as children.  How can Christians want to send them 
home?”  How should I have responded to that Gen Z twenty-something?  How 
can you work through this divisive issue with your kids and grandkids?   

The answers aren’t as easy as you think. 
     Jacob, his sons and their families fled famine in Canaan to go to Egypt, 
where they were given asylum.  If they arrived at our Southern border, having 
come from Guatemala or Haiti, should we let Abraham’s children into the 
U.S.A.? 

     Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus fled 
the terror of King Herod, and crossed 
borders at night to find sanctuary 
among the Egyptians.  If they fled gang 
terror in Central America and crossed 
the Rio Grande under cover of 
darkness, would it be right to let them 
stay in the United States? 

 
Even compassion has two faces.  
Whatever side you’re on, your viewpoint should flow from a heart of 

compassion and justice, and not fear or 
prejudice.  Jesus looked at people with 
compassion and he spoke up for the least, the 
last, and the lost. Christ’s disciples must do the 
same.  When we dialogue about immigration 
policies with our children and grandkids, we 
would be wise to remember that compassion 
and social justice are at the heartbeat of 
Millennial and Gen Z thinking.   

Conservatives express compassion for 
Americans losing jobs to undocumented 
workers, sex trafficking, refugees left to 
die in the deserts by Coyotes, fentanyl 
being smuggled in by drug cartels to kill 
our youth, the strain on our border 
communities, terrorists or criminals 
crossing over unsecured borders to 
bring harm to citizens of the U.S.A., and 
the drain on our overtaxed social 
systems by the flood of undocumented immigrants who are in desperate 
need.   
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Conversely, progressives  see a catastrophic 
human crisis for immigrants in squalid 
Mexican refugee camps, children separated 
from their parents, the dangers of crossing 
rugged wilderness to avoid U.S. border 
patrols, and human trafficking by cartels. 
They would remind us that many of these 
people are fleeing poverty, gang violence, 

and human rights abuse in their own countries.     

     These are the two faces of compassion.  On the right, a call for compassion 
for U.S. citizens whose lives may be adversely affected. On the left, compassion 
for millions who are being forced by cataclysmic events to flee their own 
countries for a better place.  However, as Christians, our beliefs don’t come 
from the right or the left.  They come from above.  So, what face would Jesus 
put on our immigration crisis in the USA? 

Jesus got his views from God’s Word, and so should we.   
The Bible has plenty to say on every social issue that polarizes today, but has 
more to say about immigrants, and the way we are to treat them, than on 
almost any other social issue.  That means we don’t have to get our border 
and immigration views from our political party, favorite cable news pundit, 
friends at the coffee shop, or our own biases and prejudices.  So, for a few 
moments, let’s put all those other voices aside and listen to God’s Word.   

1. The Sojourner   
Among other curses that come from humankind’s fall into sin is a rootless 
wandering.  After paradise was plunged into sin, we read about Adam,  

“So, the Lord God banished him from the Garden…after he drove the 
man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden cherubim with a 
flaming sword flashing back and forth to keep him from the tree of life.”   
                                                                                       —Genesis 3:23&24 

     John Milton, in Paradise Lost, says that  Adam and Eve lost the only home 
that could satisfy.  The sense of being in a 
happy home was replaced by insatiable 
wanderlust that has driven people across 
the earth looking for paradise lost, 
greener grass on the other side, 
somewhere over the next mountain or 
ocean.  When Cain killed Abel, God 
proclaimed, “You will now be a restless 
wanderer on the earth.” [Genesis 4:12] Sin creates a restless and wandering 
soul.  But redemption also makes us wanderers.  An old African-American 
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spiritual says it best: “This world is not my home, I’m just a passin’ through.  I’m 
looking for that home, somewhere beyond the blue. The angels beckon me 
from heaven’s open door, and I don’t feel at home in this world anymore.” 

From Seth to Noah, ten generations of 
faithful God followers were aliens 
among “the sons and daughters of 
men.”  After the flood, the descendants 
of Noah were a swarm of nomads 
moving across the earth from Mount 
Ararat in Turkey to what is now Iraq.  
Nimrod tried to hold them together in 

one place by attempting to build the Tower of Babel.  Instead, God scattered 
them, and the unceasing migrations of people across the earth began.  History 
has been shaped, and nations reshaped, by mass movements of people.  
Rome lost its empire when it couldn’t stop waves of eastern people groups 
flooding across its borders.  The Americas have been reshaped again and 
again through the mass migrations of peoples, from the original Asians who 
crossed frozen Bering Seas, to later waves of Europeans.  Today, Europe is 
being radically reshaped by waves of Middle Easterners and Africans fleeing 
cataclysmic horrors.  And North America is being remade by new waves of 
immigrants.  

     Those who are familiar with 
the book of Revelation and its 
description of earth’s last days, 
should be prepared to see mass 
migrations of people swarming 
across the globe because of 
ecological meltdowns, economic 
downturns, terrorism, political 
instability, famines, plagues, and 
wars.  Mostly, we should be prepared to see floods of immigrants from 
underdeveloped countries coming to the richest nations—certainly to Europe 
and North America.   Almost every futurologist sees this coming.  And all the 
walls in the world won’t stop it 

2. Old Testament Sojourners 

     Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived in tents as aliens in foreign lands.  Abraham 
left his home in Southern Iraq, sojourned in Syria, and then lived among the 
Canaanite nations as an undocumented immigrant.  He fled to Egypt as a 
refugee at the mercy of Pharaoh during a worldwide famine.  Hebrews 11:13 
says that he and his immediate descendants lived as “strangers and foreigners 
on this earth.”  Hebrews 11:16 adds, “they were longing for a better country.”  
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What was that better place?  Hebrews 
11:10 says, Abraham was looking for a 
city, “…not made with human hands, 
whose architect and builder is God.”  St. 
Augustine called it The City of God that 
transcends all artificial borders dividing 
us from one another.  He was not a 
citizen of the Mesopotamian city state in 
which he was raised, nor of Syria, nor of 

Cana, nor of Egypt, just as we are not first and foremost citizens of the U.S.A., 
or Canada, or whatever other nation we call our temporary residence.  We are 
citizens of the City of God, that spiritual Jerusalem Abraham could only see 
from afar.  And one day we will be home in the New Jerusalem on a new earthly 
paradise ruled by our Risen Savior and King, Jesus Christ.   

     Abraham’s later descendants were sojourners.  Joseph was a foreigner in 
Egypt.  Daniel was a foreigner in Babylon.  Esther was a foreigner in Persia.  
Even though God used them mightily in these lands of Jewish exile, they never 
forgot that their first allegiance was to the Kingdom of God.  The sons of Jacob 
spent 400 years in Egyptian slavery without a land to call their own.  Moses 
spent 40 years wandering the Sinai desert with Midianite tribespeople.  The 
Israelites spent 40 years migrating through nation after nation on the way to 
their Promised Land. And, when they got there, the city states of that land saw 
them as foreign interlopers.  Later those same Israelites were hauled off into 
Assyrian and Babylonian captivity—again aliens in strange lands.    

     Joseph, Mary, and Jesus stole into Egypt under cover of night, having fled 
from political terror in their own land.  Jesus spent his boyhood as a foreigner 
in that country.  He later told his disciples to go into all the world as sojourner 
missionaries.  Peter and Paul were 
martyred in Rome.  Andrew took the 
gospel to what would later be 
Russia, then to Turkey, and finally to 
Greece where he was martyred. 
Thomas was killed in India.  Philip 
was martyred in what is now 
Tunisia, Matthew in Ethiopia, 
Bartholomew in Armenia, and Simon the Zealot in what is now Iran.  These 
early Christian trailblazers were world-centered in order to bring people to 
heaven.  As Christians, we have more in common with those who wander the 
earth as sojourners than we think.  That should cause us to empathize with 
them more.  

3. Our Citizenship 
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St. Paul is crystal-clear: “But our citizenship is in heaven, and we eagerly await 
a Savior from there.“ [Philippians 3:20]  Though I hold a U.S. passport, and get 
a lump in my throat every time I hear the Star-Spangled Banner, I am more of 
a fellow citizen with an undocumented immigrant who has bowed his knee to 
Christ than a U.S. native who doesn’t know my Savior.  This helps me keep 
things in perspective when I am tempted to get too “America First” focused 
when it comes to undocumented immigrants. 

4. Borders in Biblical Times. 

It’s a deep dive, but I highly recommend that you google a paper entitled On 
Borders: From Ancient to Postmodern Times by Italian scholar, Giuliano Bellezza.  
The truth is, during the times of the ancient Israelites and Jesus, borders were 
not so much about lines on a map as they were about who controlled that 
territory by force.  A traveler might get a letter with the seal of a king or warlord 
that allowed him to pass 
through their lands, but 
passports, tourist visas, and 
green cards did not exist.  
Borders constantly changed 
with the fortunes of war.  Once 
you got close to land controlled 
by a tribe, city state, warlord, or 
king, you were at their mercy as to whether you were allowed to pass through 
or settle down. There were only three categories of travelers:  those who 
belonged to the resident tribe,  their slaves, and outsiders who were allowed 
to pass through or settle down for as long as it suited the purposes of those 
who controlled the area.   

     That’s why the questions we asked earlier about Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, his 
twelve sons and their families, as well as Jesus, Mary, and Joseph being allowed 
across our US borders today don’t really connect with those of biblical times.  
We are a nation of laws, including immigration and border laws, whereas they 
lived in a time of capricious whims where, more often than not, travelers were 

robbed, killed, or enslaved when they crossed over 
into foreign lands.   

5. Walls that keep others out.  

I want to make it clear that whether or not border 
walls are effective, is not in our purview.  Whether 
or not they are moral is.  Cardinal Joseph Tobin of 
the Newark Archdiocese wrote in a 2019 New York 

Times op ed, The ‘Ethics’ of Trump’s Border Wall, “A wall could cause harm to 
immigrants and refugees, all of whom are equal before the eyes of God.” This 
is the cry of so many Millennials and Gen Zs.  How can we close our doors to a 



 7 

single person who desperately needs 
what we have?  We can all remember 
the words of Ronald Reagan:  “Mr. 
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” If it 
was immoral for the Communist East 
Germans to build the Berlin wall to 
keep people from reaching freedom 
and prosperity in the West, wouldn’t  it 
be just as immoral for us to build a border wall that keeps people from tasting 
our freedoms and prosperity? This question ought to cause all of us to at least 
pause.  If we agree, we ought to affirm the good Cardinal.  If we don’t, we had 
better have some good answers for our next generation loved ones.    

     Are walls immoral?  Certainly, before the advent of modern artillery made 
city walls irrelevant, they were a necessary evil.  Walls shut people out, and 
hold people in.  Walls separate.  But, in a world full of the worst sorts of sinners, 
they also protect our families and loved ones.   Without mentioning names, 
some of those who have protested loudest about razor wire border fences, 
have walls around their estates fitted out with the most sophisticated security 
systems to protect their own families.  Some of us live in gated communities 
with guard gates at the entrances, and security patrols in our neighborhoods 
because we know we know that criminals stalk our cities.   

     I once dialogued with a Millennial mother who passionately argued for open 
borders.  I said to her, “I notice your furniture isn’t on an open slab.  Your house 
has walls and a roof.  You have several locks on your doors and an alarm 
system that alerts the police if there is a break-in.  You have cameras and 
outdoor lights to observe those who come on your property.”  I applauded her 
and her husband for protecting their three little children from danger.  I asked 
her this question: “If twenty Guatemalan or Haitian refugees showed up on 
your doorstep asking for a place to stay, would you invite them in to spend the 
night with your family?”  I knew the answer.  This woman would even require 
an FBI background check for anyone she would hire as a babysitter for an 
evening.  She looked at me blankly.  She knew where I was going with my line 
of questioning.  I said, “You might take them to a restaurant and pay for their 
meal, or to a hotel and buy five to ten rooms for them.  You might even help 
connect them to the social services they need.  But you would never endanger 
your family on the off chance that some of them might be thieves, killers, or 
rapists. And, eventually, you would run out of your own personal resources to 
meet their needs.  You would never take food out of the mouths of your own 
babes to feed those who are strangers.”   

My ultimate challenge to her was this:  “Aren’t the fathers and mothers of our 
country’s families just as responsible for protecting their own American sons 
and daughters from dangers from abroad?  And, isn’t there a final limit to how 
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much we can do for others 
without beginning to harm 
our own?”  St. Paul said in 1 
Timothy 5:8, “Charity begins 
at home.”  He adds in 1 
Timothy 5:9, “If anyone 
doesn’t take care of his own 

relatives, especially his immediate family, he has denied the Christian faith and 
is worse than an unbeliever.”  What is true in the home is also true in the 
church.  That’s why churches have walls, locks, and security systems.  Since a 
rash of mass shootings in churches, most now have police or security teams 
guarding the flock during gathering times.  Surely then, those who shepherd 
nations must also have strong and patrolled borders, with strict surveillance 
of those who come in, and immigration laws that require careful examination 
to apply for residence, lest those same people pose a danger to the health and 
safety of the citizens leaders have sworn to protect.  It’s tough to stand in long 
lines going through the TSA, but we feel safer once we are on the airplane.  We 
are glad that people have to take a test before they can tail us at 80-miles-an-
hour on the freeway.   

    And, speaking of walls, do you remember what Revelation 21 says about the 
New Jerusalem in the new earth?  It has four walls around it that are each 
1,4000 miles long, as well as twelve gates.  Why?  Revelation 21:27 says, 
“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful 
or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lambs book of 
life.”  Even God builds walls, and says that some people are just too dangerous 
to let in.  That’s why, when I get home tonight, I’m locking the front door and 
turning on the alarm system to protect my family.  Good government does 
that!  Our compassion for others should never eliminate or compromise our 
compassion for our own.   

6.  We should strive for just immigration laws. 

In Amos 5:24, God speaks to his 
people through an Old Testament 
prophet:  “Let justice roll down like 
rivers, and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.”  I think those 
words inscribed on our Statue of 
Liberty as an invitation from 
America to the world:  “…Give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming 
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shores.  Send those, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me…”  Yes, we 
should protect our own from those who would harm them, but not at 
the cost of losing our soul as a nation. We were great because were a 
generous and welcoming nation.  We will lose our greatness if we 
become a selfish and fearful people.  I’ve talked to enough people—
those who work in immigration, those who are trying to get their papers, 
and those who are outside knocking.  The wait is too long.  The 
corruption is too big.  The laws are too cumbersome.  There are gross 
inequities in the system.  Politicians on both sides, instead of having the 
courage to reform an outdated system, use immigration as a wedge 
issue to garner votes.  Compassion has two faces.  We must protect our 
own, while opening wider doors to deserving, but desperate, outsiders.   

Given present realities, how do we respond as Christians?   
Remember, we too are sojourners in a land not our own. Our home is 
somewhere beyond the blue.  We 
should identify with those without 
a home. In his farewell sermon to 
the Israelites, Moses said, “Love 
the sojourner among you, for you 
were sojourners in Egypt.” 
[Deuteronomy 10:1]  We should all 
remember that everyone in the 
U.S. is descended from an 
immigrant sojourner who came to 
these shores, often unwelcomed 
by the people who were already here.  Most were fleeing from famine, poverty, 
or oppression, looking for a better future for their children—just like many of 
those immigrants trying to get across our southern borders today.  
Remembering that fact should give us a humbler perspective on our border 
crisis.  We are brothers and sisters of those who long to get into the U.S.A.  St. 
Peter writes to Christians then and now, “…I urge you as sojourners and exiles 
to abstain from the passions of the flesh…” [1 Pet. 2:11]  We are strangers 
passing through this country.  It won’t be long until we are going home to that 
better place.  Why then do we allow our flesh to get so riled up over whether 
or not more people than we wish are crossing over into this country , that will 
one day be a footnote in a distant world long forgotten in the eternity yet to 
come?  So here as some things we can do now: 

1. We can think Christianly rather than nationally.   

If our faith is going to have credibility with our children and grandkids, they 
must see us live as if we are kingdom-of-heaven people more than simply 
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Americans.  They must  see that our interests are more centered on the Gospel 
of Jesus than on protecting America from foreigners.  Jesus told us to take the 
Gospel to the whole world.  We should rejoice.  Now the whole world is coming 
to America.  We don’t 
even have to cross 
the oceans to be 
missionaries to the 
nations.  They are 
moving in next door 
to us.  I believe that 
one of the reasons 
the U.S.A. has 
become increasingly 
less Christian is that 
past Christians didn’t meet the immigrants at the docks to welcome them. U.S. 
history is one of xenophobia.  When the Irish Catholics arrived, Protestants 
treated them like dirt.   Later, the Chinese who came to work on our railroads 
were shunned by churchgoing people.  When Italian Catholics showed up, they 
were despised by upstanding religious folk.  When the Eastern European Jews 
flooded into the country, Christian Senators passed exclusionary immigration 

acts to keep them out.  What if 
Christians would have met these waves 
of immigrants with the Bible in one 
hand and a heaping helping of 
hospitality in the other?  Leviticus 
19:33&34 says, “When a foreigner 
resides among you in your land, do not 
mistreat them.  The foreigner residing 
among you must be treated as your 

native born, for you were foreigners in Egypt.”   Jesus goes a step further:  we 
must welcome them into our churches, and invite them to become our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord.  We might even help them plant their own 
churches among their immigrant populations! 

2.  We can react with humility rather than arrogance. 

When we get offended that Mexicans or other people cross our sacred 
borders, we might remember our own history and those before us in North 
America.  Europeans came to this continent and, in many cases, seized the 
lands that were already claimed by Indigenous People groups before them.  
The truth is:  these Native Americans stole that land from earlier Indigenous 
Peoples who came before them in the 30,000 years of people land-grabbing 
from each other in North America.  In 1491, there were 26 million Native 
Americans in Meso-America.  The Spaniards seized their lands by force.  After 
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that, the French, British, 
Russians, and United States got 
into the land stealing business.  
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and parts of Colorado were 
northern states of the 
sovereign nation of Mexico.  
But armed immigrants from the 
United States took all those 
states by force.  The U.S. 
government, on false pretext, 
started the Mexican American 
war to move our southern border from just south of San Antonio to the Rio 
Grande River.  We also took Guam, the Philippines, and Puerto Rico from the 
Spanish in a war we precipitated.  Armed Americans took Hawaii from its 
Polynesian Queen and her sovereign government.  All that is to say, when 
Mexicans want to cross borders into a country that was once their ancestors’, 
we must at least react with a bit of humility.  The U.S.A. has plenty of bloody 
skeletons clattering in its closets, including the fact that the CIA helped 
manufacture the overthrow of the legally elected Guatemalan government in 
1956, setting in motion years of civil wars in Central America.  Those civil wars, 
and the breakdown of law and order, have resulted in a flood of Central 
Americans fleeing to the U.S., seeking refuge.  The chickens have come home 
to roost.   

3. We can separate border law from in-country compassion. 

Not too many months ago, I listened to Dr. Trent Casto of Covenant Church of 
Naples, Florida, preach a sermon from Deuteronomy.  He focused on Moses’ 
admonition to the Israelites to treat the aliens in their midst with compassion 
and justice.  Every time Dr. Casto mentioned alien or immigrant, someone near 
the front shouted out, “Legal!” Obviously, that person felt that, if someone 
crossed the border illegally, they were unworthy of Christian compassion.  
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

     Of course we should obey the laws of the land.  Jesus said, “Render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar’s.”  Illegal is illegal.  There is no such thing as an illegal 
person.  So I don’t use the term “illegal alien.”  I prefer to say, “undocumented.” 
But there are people who commit illegal acts.  Surely those who come into this 
country illegally, and those who assist them,  are guilty of a criminal offense.   
I support border controls, border patrols, strict background checks, and 
immigration laws that protect our citizens and do justice to those trying to get 
into the country.   
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     But, what about those who are here illegally?  There are probably 20 million 
or more.  Exodus 21:21 says, “Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner.” 
Deuteronomy 27:19 says, “Cursed is anyone who withholds justice from the 
foreigner…”  Jeremiah 7:6 says, “…do not oppress the foreigner.”  Zechariah 
7:10 gives a direct command from God Himself: “Do not oppress the widow or 
the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor.”  These are just a smattering of the 
biblical commands to the only nation God ever established on this earth 
[ancient Israel].  If I see a person wounded on the side of the road, I don’t ask 
to see their green card or proof of legal residence before I give aid and 
support.  To do otherwise is to be as guilty as the Priest and Levite who passed 
by the wounded person on the Road of Jericho in Jesus’ parable of The Good 
Samaritan.   

     Malachi 3:5 gives a frightening warning from God:  “Then I will draw near 
you for judgment.  I will be a swift witness against those…who thrust aside the 
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.”  God always stands 
with the weak and the oppressed against the strong who oppress the little 
guy—the laborer, orphan, widow, and sojourner, whether they are in the 
country legally or not.   

4. Our treatment of immigrants is proof of our salvation. 

In Matthew 25, Jesus tells us how he will separate his sheep from the goats on 
Judgment Day: 

“For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat.  
I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink.  I 
was a stranger and you 
invited me in.  I needed 
clothes and you clothed 
me.  I was sick and you 
looked after me.  I was in 
prison and you came to 
visit me.”          —Matthew 

25:35&36        

    The Greek word for stranger is literally foreigner, alien, immigrant, or 
sojourner.  Jesus speaks of inviting that person in.  In where?  Into your country, 
your church, your home, your life.  But here’s the key:  Jesus later says that 
“whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.” [Matthew 25:45] In 
other words, Jesus appears to us as the immigrant from Guatemala or Haiti.  If 
we close our doors to the alien, we are closing our doors to Jesus himself.  How 
can a true Christians shut a door in the face of Jesus?  
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    Let’s add to the fact that Jesus himself comes as a sojourner.  The writer of 
Hebrews says, “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers [or foreigners] 
for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels.” [Hebrews 13:2]  
Perhaps the writer is referring to angels who appeared as men when they 
came to the house of Lot in the city of Sodom.  Or could he be speaking even 
of undocumented immigrants who pass you by on the streets?   Are there 
angels among them?  Or, even Jesus in disguise?   

     When St. Paul instructed young pastor Timothy on the hallmarks of a 
person mature enough to be an elder of the church, he gave one that is almost 
always overlooked:  “hospitable” [1 Timothy 3:2]  A superficial glance at that 
word might cause us to see it in our own cultural rendering, that is,  a friendly 
person who welcomes first-time guests to the church or his home.   

     But a closer look at that word in its original Greek gives us a radically 
different meaning.  Two words, philo and xenia make up the word for 
hospitality: philoxenia.   Xenia was a word 
most often used to describe aliens, 
sojourners, or immigrants.  From that 
Greek word we get our English phrase 
xenophobia, meaning fear of foreigners.  
Philo means “to love someone like a 
brother.”  So, the word philoxenia literally 
means “to love a foreigner or sojourner the 
way you would your own brother.”  That’s 
the mark of a spiritually-mature person—
an elder or pastor of the church.    

In Conclusion        
     I believe that, if we can embrace these principles, live them out, and share 
them with our children and grandkids, we will be able to remove at least one 
more stumbling block to the faith for our next generation loved ones.  But, 
remember, the best thing you can share with them is how there are no border 
walls between God’s kingdom and this world.  Jesus Christ has come to tear 
down the walls that divide and provides a bridge in the shape of the Cross to 
the other side.  His borders are open to all who will come in through Jesus.   
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